University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

5-27-1980

Grizzlies 4th in Big Sky track championships
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Grizzlies 4th in Big Sky track
championships" (1980). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 31296.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/31296

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

guffey/stc
5-27-80
state, opp.
art to h.t.

GRIZZLIES 4TH IN BIG SKY
TRACK CHAMPIONSHIPS

MISSOULA-The 1980 University of Montana men's track team ended its season last week
by placing fourth in the 17th annual Big Sky Conference Track and Field Champion
ships, hosted by Weber State College in Ogden, Utah.
The meet was won by defending champion Northern Arizona, which came on strong
the second day of the two-day affair, to finish with 119 points.

The host Wildcats

were second with 97 points, followed by the University of Idaho in third with 86.
UM was next with 78.
The rest of the scores and places:

Idaho State, fifth, 69 points; Montana

State, sixth, 66 points; Boise State, seventh, 65 points; and Nevada-Reno, 40
points.
"It was a great team effort," said second-year coach Marshalll Clark.

"It

would have been great to stay in second place (UM was second after the first day's
competition), but I think we did about as well as we could have.
proud of the kids.

I'm just very

That's all I can say."

Montana had 14 individual placers in the meet, which was hampered by snow,
rain, wind and cold weather during both days.
Senior Tim Fox led the way for the Grizzlies.
meet's only double winner.

Fox won the 110-meter high hurdles (14.23) and the

intermediate hurdles (51.46).
14-flat clocking.

The senior from Hardin was the

He recently tied UM's record in the highs with a

His winning intermediate time was less than a second off the

NCAA qualifying standard.

(over)

GRIZZLIES 4TH IN BIG SKY--add one
"Tim's double had to the the highlight of the meet for us," said Clark.
the kids performed very well.

"All

I was especially pleased with the way the younger

athletes came through."
Clark was referring to freshmen Mike Deden and Tom Mayes, along with juniors
Joe Valacich, Dave Gordon and Tom Raunig.
Deden tied for third in the high jump by clearing 6-10.
recently set a UM record, clearing 6-10?$.

The Missoula frosh

Mayes surprised a lot of people the first

day of the meet by placing third in the discus (157-6).

Valacich was second in the

long jump (23-2%).
Distance standouts Gordon and Raunig placed in the top six in both the 10,000
and 5,000-meter runs.
Grizzly 800 record holder Larry Weber broke the Big Sky record in his specialty
by running a 1:51.65 in his heat of the trials.

He placed third in the finals.

The

old conference record was 1:51.87 set by Idaho State's Ezzard Wilson in 1978.
Other Grizzly placers included Scott Browning, fourth in the 1500 in 3:52.1;
Dale Giem, fourth in the IH in 53.48; Bill Johnson and Mike Lamphear, fourth and
fifth in the triple jump at 46-7 and 46-4, respectively; Jack Schuster, fifth in
the decathlon with 5,933 points; the mile relay team of Russ Schmittou, Fox, Weber
and Guy Rogers, fourth in 3:15.54 and the 440-yard relay team of Jeff O'Brien,
Schmittou, John Killoy and Luke Stephen, sixth in 43.65.
Clark said there is a chance the Grizzlies might hold a meet Sunday, June 1,
to give members of his team a final chance to qualify for the upcoming NCAA
championships in Austin, Texas, June 5-7.

